
Primary Poe: Poe’s Possessions

Grade: 4th-12th
VSOLS: VS, USI, USII, VUS



Directions: Learn about Edgar Allan Poe’s life as a writer through the objects in the Poe Museum’s collection.
First, identify what each source is by reading the object’s info. Next, use the Primary Source Worksheet to analyze
each source. Finally, answer the guiding questions under each primary source to interpret how the source relates
to Poe’s life and literature.  

Introduction to Poe’s Literary Career: 

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-149), also known as the “Master of the Macabre” was an American writer who influenced
the gothic, science fiction, and detective genres. Poe began in literary career in Richmond, Virginia at the
Southern Literary Messenger. Today, he is most well known for his gothic tales, including “The Fall of the House of
Usher” and “The Tell-Tale Heart.” Poe was also an important poet, publishing works such as “Annabel Lee” and
most famously, “The Raven” in 1845. Many of Poe’s stories and poems were inspired by real-world fears including
crime, disease, being buried alive, and “the death of a beautiful woman.” Today, Poe remains one of the most well-
known authors in the world, inspiring modern writers, filmmakers, and artists.



Date: Before 1849 

Object Info: This is a silk, cream color waistcoat owned by Edgar
Allan Poe. It is embroidered, buttoned, and has one pocket on the
right side, and two on the left. The underarm areas are stained. It is
unknown when he purchased this waistcoat.

Guiding Questions: 

What image might Poe have wanted to convey by wearing this
waistcoat?

Is this waistcoat similar to clothes people wear today? Why or
why not?

Poe’s Waistcoat
Poe Museum Collection 1995.46.1

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/21
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/21


Date: Before 1849 

Object Info: Edgar Allan Poe's socks kept after his death by his
aunt and mother-in-law Maria Clemm. 

Guiding Questions: 

Why do you think Maria Clemm preserved Poe’s socks after his
death?  

 
 

Poe’s Socks
Poe Museum Collection 1995.46.2

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/22
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/22


Date: 1849 

Object Info: These wooden boot hooks were left by Poe at his
sister's home, Duncan Lodge, in Richmond, shortly before his death.  

Guiding Questions: 
What might have Poe have used these hooks for? Do we still
use an item like this today?

Poe’s Boot Hooks
Poe Museum Collection 35

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/1
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/1


Date: 1842

Object Info: This is an 18k gold key-wound, open-face pocket watch
owned by Edgar Allan Poe. It is engraved "Echappement A
Cylindre En / Aiguilley / Edgar A. Poe / Pierre Huit Trous En
Rabis." Poe used this watch until 1843, when he sold it to pay off his
debts.   

Guiding Questions: 

How does this watch show Poe’s change of Poe’s wealth over his
life? 

How does this object show the advancements of technology
from Poe’s time to today?

Poe’s Pocketwatch
Poe Museum Collection 2021.1.1

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/3476
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/3476


Date: 1849 

Object Info: Elmira Royster Shelton was Edgar Allan Poe’s first
and last love. Edgar and Elmira’s first engagement was broken off
by her father when they were teenagers. They rekindle their love
years later in 1849. Poe proposed shortly after with this ring,
however, the couple would never marry. Poe passed away just ten
days before their wedding. Elmira gave this ring to Poe’s sister
Rosalie, after Poe’s death.

Guiding Questions: 

What is the signicance of Edgar engraving his name for
Elmira’s ring?

Why might have Elmira preserved this ring after Poe’s death?
Why do you think Elmira gave this ring to Poe’s sister?

Poe’s Engagement Ring to Elmira
Poe Museum Collection 2021.1.2

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/3477
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/3477


Date: 1849 

Object Info: Iron key found in Edgar Allan Poe's pocket at the time
of his death. This key opens Poe’s traveling trunk (365.a). Poe left
the trunk in Richmond at the time of his death.

Guiding Questions: 

How has this object changed over time? 

Why do you think this key was one of the few objects Poe had
on him when he passed away?

Poe’s Key
Poe Museum Collection 365.b

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/41
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/41


Date: Before 1849

Object Info: Edgar Allan Poe left this knife with Thomas Richmond
(the cousin of Poe's friend Annie Richmond's husband Charles
Richmond) as security for a loan. Poe never repaid the loan, so
Richmond kept the knife.

Guiding Questions: 

How does Poe’s pen knife help us understand the effort
required to write with a quill pen in the 1800s compared to
today?

Why do you think Poe had this object engraved with his name?

 
 

Poe’s Penknife
Poe Museum Collection 2017.2

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/640
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/640


Date: 1848-1854

Object Info: Daguerreotype (early photograph) of Edgar Allan
Poe made by Samuel Masury.

Guiding Questions: 

Why do you think Poe wanted to get a daguerreotype of
himself?

How would you describe Poe in this daguerreotype?

Do you think dauguerreotypes were as acessible as
photographs are today?

How has this image contributed to Poe’s legacy today? In
what ways has Poe be represented in modern media?

 

Poe’s Daguerreotype
Poe Museum Collection 600

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/532
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/532


Date: 1839 

Object Info: Poe wrote this letter to request an endorsement from
Washington Irving (author of “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”) to be
used in advertising Poe’s forthcoming book Tales of the Grotesque
and Arabesque. Irving was already a famous author, but Poe had
yet to publish his first collection of tales. 

Guiding Questions: 
What does this letter tell us about Poe’s literary influences?

What does this letter show us about Poe’s struggles of being a
writer?

Poe’s Letter to Washington Irving
Poe Museum Collection 2024.6.1

https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/5823
https://poemuseum.catalogaccess.com/objects/5823


Primary Source Worksheet

Analyze and Identify 
What is this source? Describe it. What color is it? Is it
big or small? Have you seen an object like this before? 

When and where was it made?  

Why was it created? 

Who created it? Are there multiple people? 

Can anyone use this source? Or can only people of a
certain gender, class, race, job etc. use this source? 

How was it made? What is it made of? 

Is this source sentimental to someone?  

Does this source have any text? If so, what does it say?

Evaluate 

Is this source truthful and reliable? 

What is this source not telling us? Does further research
need to be done? 

Interpret 

Context: What does this object show about larger
historical events/trends at the time?  

Cause and Effect: What event(s) led to this source being
created? What bigger, historical event(s) happened when
this source was used/created?  

Compare and Contrast: What is similar about this source
to another source? What is different?   

Continuity: Is this source still used today? If so, how has it
stayed the same? How has it changed? If not, why is it no
longer used today? 

 

Conclusion 

Summarize your findings to draw historical conclusions
about the past. Be sure to answer the guiding questions
above in your answer. What information do you still
need? What other primary sources would be helpful to
look at? 
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